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Mr José Manuel Barroso
President of the European Commission
On 16th April the European Parliament vote rejected the Proposal of the European Commission to „backload” part of the CO2 emission allowances in the EU ETS system for the years 2013-2015. Polish Confederation of Private Employers Lewiatan underlines the importance of this vote in the debate on the future of the EU ETS. The Parliament clearly expressed its position in the debate, joining previously expressed concerns of some Member States (including Poland), the European industry, and also associations gathered within BUSINESSEUROPE.

The Polish Confederation of Private Employers Lewiatan opposes the EU ETS  backloading measure proposed by the Commission as a detrimental to the competitiveness to the European economy. Moreover, the evidence shows that even without introduction of the backloading the European Union is well on track to achieve its political target of 21% emission reductions until 2020, compared to the year 2005. This shows that the EU ETS system is working and is delivering on its primary objective of emission reductions.

A stronger political focus should currently be set on stimulating growth and jobs in the EU. Stronger growth would in turn lead to the increase in demand for CO2 allowances and, subsequently, to the rise of the carbon price. Discussion on the EU ETS should aim to find solutions for changes in the structure of the EU ETS system after the year 2020, taking into account two scenarios depending on the signing of new international climate agreement.

For all the above reasons, the Polish Confederation of Private Employers Lewiatan is calling the European Commission, in light of the strong opposition from different stakeholders and the European Parliament, to withdraw the backloading proposal.

Yours sincerely,




Henryka Bochniarz

President of the Polish Confederation of Private Employers Lewiatan
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